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SECTION IV
CONCLUSIONS, DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
This section of the report puts forward the conclusion drawn from the results presented in section III. Conclusions are followed by the discussion providing likely rationale behind the conclusion drawn. The discussion provides the link to the recommendation proposed in the end of this section. 
This research aimed at developing achievement tests for the students of grade II and find out the baseline of the student achievement in English, Merikitab and Mathematics. Furthermore, an analysis of differences students’ achievement due to certain background variables and project inputs was investigated. 
Conclusions
Following conclusions were drawn on the basis of the results listed in section III. 

1. The overall performance of students on all three subjects is below 50 percent on the given tests. There are less than 25 percent students (above 75th percentile) having achievement higher than 50 percent. This level of baseline achievement is alarming. 
2. The distribution of individual’s performance on the tests is positively skewed. The students scoring less than the mean of the group are more than students performing better than the percent group score. 

3. Disparity in achievement of various districts had a set pattern of performance. The performance of students in district Sibi was better than rest of the districts followed by Kalat, Khuzdar and Pishin respectively.
4. The achievement of students in urban schools was better than rural schools. 

5. The students in non-child friendly schools showed better achievement than students in child-friendly schools. 
6. Student’s achievement on questions with simple cognitive demand (uni-structural) was better than questions of higher level cognitive (multi-structural relational and extended abstract) demand. 
7. Students’ achievement in Urdu and Islamiyat (sub-tests in test on Merikitab) was lowest among all subjects included in the test on Merikitab. Both these tests required students to write some text by themselves instead of selection from already given answers. This demanded higher level of language skill.
8. The practice of corporal punishment needs to be abolished as it affects the achievement negatively. 

9. It may be helpful for students when teachers use local language for explaining content in the class but this practice limits their chance of learning national language which effects their performance in examination because examination was in Urdu. 
10. Student achievement can be improved by giving them opportunity to participate in the process of learning. 
11. UNICEF support in the form of recruitment of teachers and supply of teaching material did not had considerable impact on the performance of students in achievement tests. 

12. Monitoring seems to have limited effect on the performance of students. 

Discussion 
1. The tests appeared easy during piloting but proved hard for students in selected districts. This indicates the need for continued support in these districts to bring them at par with relatively developed districts in the province. In addition to the above mentioned fact, it cannot be ignored that the format of the tests was different than the tests to which students are exposed in school based assessments. This might have affected their performance and had some contribution in the lower mean scores. 
2. In continuation of the point made above, it is not only that students’ performance is less than fifty percent but positively skewed distribution indicated that most of the students fall below this mean score even. Therefore, it reiterates the need of continued support to aim at bringing the distribution towards normalcy. 
3. The variation in the performance of students by districts is supported by their respective literacy rates but as far as this study is concerned following facts should also be considered while using the results related to this finding.  The selection of schools from various districts was affected by the political instability at the time of data collection and final examination of students. The final distribution of schools in sample included 11 urban and 3 rural schools from Sibi, 2 urban and 12 rural from Pishin which might have contributed in the overall results presented in this study. Different results may come up when a balanced sample is taken from the mentioned districts. The distribution of schools from Kalat and Khuzdar was evenly distributed relatively. Another fact need to be kept in view is that Sibi falls in summer zone where academic year starts in September and the students tested were already three months into their class III while students in remaining districts were in final month of their class II when tested.
4. This phenomenon is in line with prevailing perception that the students in urban areas perform better because they have better access, socio-economic status, parental support etc as compared to students in rural areas. This implies greater support to the schools in rural areas whenever an input is provided for improving student performance. 

5. The difference in the performance of students in non-child friendly schools and child-friendly schools apparently suggests that provision of supports to students have to contribute in improving achievement. But realistically thinking it needs to be considered that school selected for student support (child friendly) were from far-flung areas where interest in education of girls and enrolment was very low and academic standard was also below other access in the district. The inputs have helped in brining the baseline achievement (mean score) closer to schools where these facilities were already in reach (see tables 3.3, 3.7, 3.11 for detail). 
6. The results on SOLO levels distribution of questions were as expected. The questions of uni-structural and multi-structural levels were mostly of MCQ type or matching exercise while extended abstract were sequential open ended questions where students need to write answers. Their writing skill and familiarity with question format contributes significantly in answering these questions which might be a reason of low performance. There was considerably high number of students who did not attempt the extended response question. 
7. The lower performance of students on tests requiring greater language skills indicates language affecting the measurement of conceptual knowledge and understanding of the subject. In the given format of the tests ability of reading and comprehending the given instruction in a test were quite important. Although research assistants explained the given instructions verbally with the help of the local teacher to make sure that instruction does not become a threat but still it cannot be totally ignored that variation in students skill in language might have affected their performance. It is reason to assume that restricted ability of students in comprehending and writing in Urdu have affected their performance in Urdu and Islamiyat.

8. There had been discussion on negative psychological impacts of corporal punishment in schools but a tendency to justify it for getting better results is still socially accepted. The results showed that physical punishment negatively affects achievement. This argument has also lost credibility. 
9. It is ideal and advocated univocally by educational psychologists and linguists that early education should be in local language. This results in better student learning but education in local language needs to be coupled with examination in same medium as well. When teachers use local language in teaching but conduct examination in other language, this restricts the student’s capacity to express the concepts which they know otherwise.
10. Group work needs to be encouraged. This makes sure the active involvement of students and makes them active learners. Their involvement should not be limited to physical participation but tasks requiring mental engagement should also be part of group work. 
11. The provision of teachers to schools where the schools demanded for extra teachers was an important input of the project but the results showed that it did not bring any tangible effect on the performance of students. In principle, it was not expected from the provision of teachers in schools might effect students performance because this provision was due to shortage of teachers. The incremental benefit for the schools where teaches were provided lied in the fact that UNICEF arranged for in-service on-job training and support to these teachers in the form of frequent meetings with their mentors, cluster based workshops, individual guidance during school visits etc. It was expected that this support will result in better achievement of students in these schools but evidence suggested otherwise. This leads towards looking into the nature of training and support provided to these teachers. 
12. Monitoring is an essential component of the subject to ensure the maximum input of provided inputs. The teaching achievement currently in place seems not reflecting the impact of inputs. It is hard to assume that change is not caused by these inputs. Therefore, it is thought that at present monitoring is simply focussing on inventory, keeping of the inputs and not focussing on the qualitative aspects of it likes impact on students’ performance. 
Recommendations 

1. The present support should be continued to have improved student performance with more emphasis on type of inputs directly related to academic performance of students. 
2. The results suggested that schools in rural setting need greater attention, thus it is recommended that rural schools might be intensively focused to enhance their achievement. 
3. The inputs or support is already need based and this policy needs to be continued. The schools should be encouraged to focus more on academic needs than physical needs. The importance of physical facilities is not denied but greater focus of academic needs will contribute in raising the student performance which is the ultimate aim of the project. 

4. It is fully comprehendible that availability of suitable teachers and other academic inputs are scarce and compromises are essential but it is suggested to at least make sure the suitability of recruited teachers in terms of their qualification, professional training and interest in the job. The process of need assessment can be made even more effective by refining the process of need assessment and involving people suitable to determine reach needs especially for academic needs of the schools. 
5. There is strong need to train teachers in test development for continuos assessment (classroom assessment). An awareness and expertise in question types in relation to their suitability for measuring various levels of cognitive levels is essential. A use of question types included in achievement tests used in this project in routine school practices will help students perform better on such assessments.
6. It is also recommended to encourage teachers through schools heads to use Urdu as a medium of instruction and provide ample opportunity to communicate and practice writing in Urdu. 
7. Corporal punishment is already prohibited in schools by law but still it is used by teachers to mange classroom. Abolishing physical punishment with empowering teachers in techniques of handling students have created a vacuum which needs to be filled by training teachers in classroom management techniques and orienting them about harmful effects of psychological corporal punishment on student’s personality. 
8. Both teaching and examination should be in same language. Native language should be encouraged as medium of instruction and assessment keeping that educational policy allows.
9. Students’ achievement can be improved by offering them greater participation the process of teaching and learning. One of the facets of improving student participation in the teaching learning process is promotion of group work in the classrooms which cannot be attained without designing classrooms encouraging group work. Class layouts, teachers training, learning activities should be synchronized with demands of group work and independent student learning in classroom. 
10. The monitoring system to check the utilization of inputs is already in place but this system need qualitative improvements and especially in case of teachers, teaching material and teaching kit. The monitors should focus on the indicators informing about the impact of the inputs rather than simply ensuring the presence of the provided facilities alone. 
